
 

54 
 

  

  

  

The Crucial Role of Teachers in Fostering Creativity, 

Critical Thinking, and Motivation in Students 
1Al-Rashiff Hamjilani Mastul* 
Corresponding Author: * Al-Rashiff.mastul@deped.gov.ph  
1 Western Mindanao State University, Philippines 

 
    

ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT  

    

Article history  

Received 6 April 2024 

Revised 22 May 2024  

Accepted 6 June 2024  

 

This study underscores the critical significance of fostering 

positive relationships between students and teachers within 

educational settings. Through an examination of existing 

literature and research findings, the study illuminates the 
profound impact of these relationships on various aspects of 

students' academic performance, social development, and 

overall well-being. The findings reveal that positive 

relationships cultivate a collaborative and supportive 

learning environment wherein students feel empowered to 

actively engage in the learning process, exchange ideas, and 

build connections with their peers. Furthermore, the study 

highlights the role of positive relationships in enhancing 

students' motivation, resilience, and sense of belonging 

within the school community. As such, educators are 

encouraged to prioritize the cultivation of these relationships 

as a fundamental aspect of effective teaching and student 

support strategies. This study contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the critical role that positive relationships 

play in promoting student success and holistic development 

in educational contexts. 

    

Keywords  

Creativity 

Critical Thinking 

Motivation  

Students  

Teachers  

 

 
This is an open-access article under the CC–BY-SA license.  

 
     

Jurnal Praktik Baik Pembelajaran Sekolah dan Pesantren   
Vol. 3, No. 02, pp. 54-59   

journal.iistr.org/index.php/PBSBP 
DOI: 10.56741/pbpsp.v3i02.563 

  

  

mailto:Al-Rashiff.mastul@deped.gov.ph
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


  PBPSP Vol. 3, No. 02, August 2024, pp. 54-59    

 The Crucial Role of Teachers in Fostering Creativity, Critical Thinking … (Mastul)                                    

        
 55  

Introduction 

The pivotal role of teachers in nurturing students' potential cannot be overstated. They 

serve as guides, mentors, and facilitators, tasked with equipping learners with the tools and 

skills necessary to thrive in an ever-evolving world [1]. It's not merely about imparting 

knowledge but rather about igniting curiosity, fostering creativity, and honing critical thinking 

abilities. To fulfill this mandate effectively, teachers must themselves be academically prepared, 

armed with the knowledge and understanding of educational theories, pedagogical practices, 

and subject matter expertise [2]. Armed with this foundation, educators can then develop and 

implement strategies that go beyond rote memorization, encouraging students to explore, 

question, and apply their learning in meaningful ways. 

This process involves the deployment of various teaching techniques tailored to the 

diverse needs and learning styles of students. Whether through collaborative projects, hands-

on activities, or technology-integrated lessons, teachers aim to create engaging and interactive 

learning environments that stimulate curiosity and promote deep understanding [3]. 

Moreover, beyond the acquisition of knowledge, teachers play a crucial role in cultivating 

students' intrinsic motivation and fostering a growth mindset [4]. By nurturing a supportive 

classroom atmosphere that celebrates effort, resilience, and intellectual curiosity, educators 

empower students to take ownership of their learning journey and pursue excellence with 

passion and determination. 

Understanding the diversity of learners is fundamental to effective teaching. Students 

possess unique cognitive styles, preferences, and strengths, which influence how they absorb 

and process information [5]. Recognizing this diversity, educators must adopt a nuanced 

approach that caters to the individual needs and learning preferences of each student. Central 

to this approach is the concept of multiple intelligences, as theorized by Howard Gardner. 

Gardner proposed that individuals possess a spectrum of intelligences, including linguistic, 

logical-mathematical, spatial, musical, bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and 

naturalistic intelligences [6]. By acknowledging and harnessing these diverse intelligences, 

teachers can tailor their instructional methods to accommodate a range of learning styles and 

preferences. 

However, while addressing cognitive diversity is crucial, it is equally important to 

cultivate students' intrinsic motivation and enthusiasm for learning. Despite the 

implementation of various teaching strategies aimed at fostering critical thinking skills, 

students may still struggle to engage fully if they lack the motivation to actively participate in 

the learning process. To address this challenge, educators must prioritize the creation of 

stimulating and relevant learning experiences that resonate with students' interests, 
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experiences, and aspirations. By incorporating real-world examples, hands-on activities, and 

interactive learning opportunities, teachers can captivate students' attention and ignite their 

curiosity. 

Harnessing students' personal experiences as a catalyst for learning is a powerful tool 

in the educator's arsenal. By designing activities that resonate with students' lived experiences, 

teachers can ignite a spark of curiosity and enthusiasm that propels them to actively engage 

with the material [7]. When students encounter content that mirrors their own realities or 

interests, they are more likely to perceive its relevance and significance. This sense of 

connection fosters a deeper level of engagement and investment in the learning process. 

Whether it involves integrating cultural references, incorporating real-life scenarios, or 

tapping into students' hobbies and passions, personalized learning experiences can captivate 

their attention and motivate them to explore concepts further [8]. Leveraging students' 

firsthand experiences not only enhances motivation but also promotes meaningful learning 

outcomes. By anchoring new concepts or skills within familiar contexts, educators can facilitate 

deeper comprehension and retention. Students are better equipped to make connections 

between abstract concepts and real-world applications, thereby solidifying their 

understanding and mastery of the material. 

Methods 

This study is a qualitative investigation aimed at examining teachers' efforts to foster 

creativity, critical thinking, and student motivation within the school environment at tenth-

grade students of Talisayan National High School, Philippines. The observation method was 

employed to record various activities carried out by teachers in the context of learning. The 

data obtained from the observations were subsequently analyzed to identify effective practices 

in achieving the learning objectives. The analysis was conducted by referring to several 

relevant learning theories. 

Results 

The finding highlights the critical importance of nurturing positive relationships 

between students and teachers, underscoring their profound influence on academic 

performance, social growth, and overall wellness. A conducive learning atmosphere emerges 

from such relationships, characterized by collaboration and support, wherein students feel 

comfortable posing queries, exchanging thoughts, and engaging in discourse openly. This sense 

of connection not only encourages active participation but also fosters a deeper investment in 

the learning journey. As students develop bonds with their peers, educators, and classmates, 

they are inherently more inclined to contribute to the educational experience with heightened 

motivation and enthusiasm. 
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Fig. 1. The interactive learning situation at Talisayan National High School 

The significance of cultivating positive relationships between students and teachers 

cannot be overstated, as it has far-reaching implications for academic achievement, social 

development, and general well-being. These relationships form the cornerstone of a 

supportive and collaborative learning environment where students feel empowered to ask 

questions, share ideas, and actively participate in discussions [7],[9]. 

In such an environment, students thrive, not only academically but also emotionally 

and socially. Positive relationships between students and teachers foster a sense of belonging 

and trust, creating a safe space for exploration and expression [4]. When students feel valued 

and respected by their educators, they are more likely to engage with the material, take risks 

in their learning, and persevere through challenges. 

Moreover, these relationships extend beyond the student-teacher dynamic to 

encompass connections with peers and classmates [10]. As students forge bonds with one 

another, they cultivate a sense of camaraderie and support that further enhances their 

motivation and engagement in the learning process. Collaboration becomes natural, as 

students draw inspiration and encouragement from their peers, propelling them to greater 

heights of academic excellence. 

Furthermore, positive relationships contribute to students' overall well-being by 

fostering a sense of connectedness and belonging within the school community. When students 

feel emotionally supported and connected to their teachers and peers, they are better equipped 
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to navigate the academic rigors and social pressures of school life [11]. This sense of belonging 

promotes resilience and enhances students' mental health and happiness. 

In essence, the cultivation of positive relationships between students and teachers is 

not just a nicety but a necessity in education. It lays the foundation for a thriving learning 

environment where students feel empowered, engaged, and motivated to reach their full 

potential. As educators, prioritizing these relationships is essential for nurturing the holistic 

development of students and fostering a lifelong love of learning. 

Conclusion 

The pivotal role of positive relationships between students and teachers cannot be 

overstated. These relationships serve as the bedrock of a supportive and nurturing learning 

environment, where students feel empowered to explore, engage, and excel. Through the 

cultivation of trust, respect, and collaboration, educators lay the foundation for academic 

success, social growth, and overall well-being. As evidenced by the findings, when students feel 

connected to their teachers, peers, and classmates, they are more motivated to participate 

actively in the learning process. This engagement not only enhances academic achievement but 

also fosters resilience, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning. Furthermore, positive 

relationships contribute to students' emotional and social development, promoting a sense of 

belonging and well-being within the school community. 
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