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and fun. This study aims to analyze the professional
competence of teachers in thematic learning at elementary
schools. This research is a type of qualitative research with a
descriptive approach. The validity of the data in this study
uses triangulation techniques and sources. Data collection
techniques use interviews, observation and documentation
methods. The research subjects were the principal, lower,
and upper-grade teachers. The data analysis techniques used
are techniques by Miles and Huberman. The results showed
that the professional competence of elementary school
teachers in thematic learning is an indicator that is applied,
namely the understanding of material, structure, concepts,
and scientific mindsets. The subjects are online thematic
implementation, mastering basic competency standards,
developing learning materials creatively, creating
professionalism on an ongoing basis, and mastering
information and communication technology have been
carried out well with evidence from research data. Thus,
teachers already have professional competence in
elementary school in thematic learning.
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Introduction

According to Ref. [1], education is essential in building competitive human resources
capable of competing with other countries. Therefore, education needs to prepare skilled,
sensitive and critical human resources to face the challenges and changes that occur in future
education. Preparing competitive teachers is a challenging job and can be done instantly.
However, teaching in Indonesia is able to equip students with adequate knowledge and skills.
In that case, teachers will have high self-confidence and motivation to develop themselves
optimally, so as to be able to compete globally.

One crucial component in learning activities is the role of a teacher. With the active part
of the teacher, of course, learning will be of better quality. Even though the government
provides a policy of setting standards for the educational process to improve the quality of
education, it is the teacher who determines and implements the quality of learning in the
learning process, which affects the quality of education in Indonesia.

An active teacher certainly has several competencies. Competence is the main
component of professional standards, in addition to the code of ethics as a regulation of
professional behaviour stipulated in specific procedures and supervisory systems [2].
Competence is defined and interpreted as a set of effective behaviours related to exploration
and investigation, analyzing and thinking, as well as giving attention and perceiving that directs
a person to find ways to achieve specific goals effectively and efficiently. An excellent and polite
personality with an intellectual balanced with a noble and strong character is the hope of the
parents of this country to produce educators with professional texture. Of course, every
teacher must master every competency that has been determined.

The teacher is a human element that significantly determines the success of education
[3]. This happens because the teacher is the closest human element to students in the
educational process. Without the role of a teacher, various components supporting student
learning success will not be helpful in student learning achievement. The teacher is a
professional educator with the main task of educating, teaching, guiding, directing, training,
assessing and evaluating students in the formal education pathway [4]. The two opinions above
show that the teacher has a vital task in the success of education, and education will only work
effectively if the teacher has professionalism.

Behavioural orientation in his duties [5]. So, a professional teacher if it is in accordance
with the profession obtained and teaches the competencies they have. Professionalism is also
the commitment of members of a career to improve their professional abilities and
continuously develop the strategies they use in carrying out work according to their profession
[6]. Therefore, experienced teachers always strive to improve their quality and update their

knowledge continuously. Various studies have shown that there is a significant influence
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between teacher professionalism on learning success and student achievement [7].
Professionalism also positively affects students' learning motivation [8]. Meanwhile, research
conducted by Ekawati shows that professional teachers contribute to learning effectiveness [9].
Various descriptions of the results of these studies show the importance of teacher
professional competence. Therefore it should be that teacher competence gets special
attention.

Teachers need to be able to master the subjects they teach, develop them, carry out
reflective actions, and utilize information technology in learning. Teachers need to have four
competencies in teaching to support the teacher personality to become a professional teacher.
The competencies in question are pedagogic competencies related to learning management,
personality competencies related to self-personality as educators, social competencies related
to the relationship between educators and other individuals around them, including students,
and professional competencies associated with the ability of educators to master their work.

Several aspects that can reflect professional teachers relate to completing teacher tasks,
such as mastering educational foundations, applying various methodologies and learning
strategies, and being able to conduct research and think scientifically to improve performance
[10]. It also always supports and motivates teachers to have professional competence in
carrying out their duties and continuously monitors and guides teachers in enhancing their
professional competence [11].

Based on the results of observations and interviews with several teachers, it was found
that there was various uniqueness of the teachers there. The teacher there carries out the
learning process according to the learning implementation plan, and information technology
is also applied optimally. This school is one of the Muhammadiyah schools, which has good
quality, as evidenced by the school's accreditation which received an A grade. The relationship
between school members is also very well established. It can be seen from the daily interaction
of school members with high kinship. The relationship between school members is said to be
like a family if all members' interactions are well established [11]. The principal's relationship
with the teachers looks quite close. Principals often provide solutions to teachers who have
problems with learning. The closeness of the teacher to the student's guardian can also be seen
in the activities of the teacher, who often communicate students' learning outcomes through
online media and face-to-face meetings. The close relationship between teachers and students
can also be seen clearly in the daily lives of school members who continue to provide learning
and question-and-answer situations even through online activities. Learning at school also

looks quite good; this can be seen when the learning is carried out, the students follow the
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teaching well and are not busy themselves. Education will be effective if the teacher can make
students follow the lesson well and utilize all their senses to concentrate on learning [12].

Apart from all these positive things, this school has some common problems. The first
problem encountered is that teachers still need to develop material creatively and optimally in
learning activities. In addition, learning in the classroom already looks conducive and effective,
but it can be seen that teachers rarely use various methods during the teaching and learning
process in class. The varied techniques here mean that when teaching the teacher, the teacher
uses a plan, but the method used is the same every time the teacher delivers material. Teachers
who do not vary in learning and use the lecture method more often tend to make students feel
bored and bored. Teachers are required to be able to create a learning atmosphere that is
meaningful, fun, creative and dynamic, besides that teachers are also expected to have
professional commitment and set an example to improve the quality of education. It can be
arranged in integrative thematic learning. The next problem is that teachers still need to start
using learning media to help students improve their ability to explore an issue. In learning
activities, it also feels unpleasant, because the teacher is only guided by the textbooks obtained
from the government.

Learning in elementary schools uses thematic learning. The thematic learning process
also requires the active involvement of students. All activities in thematic learning make all
learning activities meaningful and relevant, both formal and informal education, which
includes active inquiry learning and passive absorption of knowledge and facts [13]. The
teacher must make the learning atmosphere more dynamic, challenging and fun. Active
students often bring together material that is abstract and outside students' daily lives. It
makes learning hampered, and students need help understanding the material. Facing this
problem, teachers often use media that can provide visualization to students so that they can
make these two abstract things more real. The use of media will also make learning more fun
and effective. Teacher professional competence, which includes mastery of the material, Basic
Competence, learning, reflection on education and information technology, is closely related to
thematic learning because teachers who have achieved good professional competence can
make students more active. From the results of observations and interviews, the teacher is
already able to manage the class well, but the lack of variety and lack of use of learning media
makes learning feel monotonous. Teachers always carry out training that supports teacher
professionalism in the learning process so that it is carried out optimally and adequately [14].

This research is essential because the teacher is the most critical factor in learning.
Teachers are always associated with teaching; it is a habit that a teacher carries out in his duties

as an educator. The learning process occurs when the interaction between teachers and
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students or vice versa is successfully proven by changes in behaviour levels in the form of new
knowledge, strengthening insights and experiences.

The purpose of this research is as an effort to carry out an analysis of educational
standardization, especially the professional competence of teachers in thematic learning. The
implications of this research are expected to become evaluation material for educators to
develop their professional abilities continually and, as a school, goal to improve teacher
professional competence to attract other schools. The research objective was to analyze the
professional competence of teachers in thematic learning in elementary schools.

Methods

This research was included in the descriptive research with a qualitative approach. The
use of descriptive in this study aims to describe the results of the analysis of teachers'
professional competence in thematic learning. The research was conducted at Muhammadiyah
Ambarketawang 3 Elementary School, Sleman, Indonesia. The subject of this research was the
teacher with the object of teacher professional competence in thematic learning. 13 teachers
were interviewed (A principal and two teachers from each grade level)

The techniques used to collect the above data include observation, interviews, and
documentation. Table 1 shows the rubrics for collecting observation data. The data collection
process was carried out to obtain data related to the teacher's professional abilitie s in thematic
learning using three techniques: interviews, observation, and documentation.

Interview techniques were used to obtain data through question and answer from
school principals and class teachers. The pandemic forced researchers to conduct interviews
simultaneously because it was very difficult to getinto the school environment during this time.
The discussions for each group of teachers were done simultaneously so that the teachers
provided complementary answers.

Observation techniques are used to obtain data based on observations. Observations
were carried out in person and online. Online observations are carried out regularly by
participating in online learning activities through Google Meet. Documentation techniques are
used to observe documents related to teachers' professional competence. The documents

studied were lesson plans, photos during online learning, and assessment sheets made by the

teacher.
Table 1. Observation Guidelines Rubrics
NO Aspect Indicator Sub-Indicators Item Total
Number Item
Academic Mastering the The teacher masters the learning 123 3
qualification  material, material "
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NO Aspect Indicator Sub-Indicators Item Total
Number Item
standards structures, The teacher masters the learning
3,45 3
and teacher concepts, and structure
competence  scientific Teachers master the concept of learning 5,6 2
mindsets that
support the The teacher masters the learning
. . . 6,7 2
subjects  being mindset
taught
Mastering
competency
stal?dards and Mastery of essential subject
basic ) 8,9 2
. competencies by teachers
competencies of
the subjects
taught.
Develop learning Teachers use a variety of learning
. 10,11 2
materials taught methods
creatively Teachers use creative and varied
. . 12,13 2
learning media
Sustainably
1
deve P . The teacher gives feedback to students 14,15,16 3
professionalism in learnin
by taking J
reflective action
Utilizing Teachers are fluent in using IT during
information and learning
communication 17,18,19,20 4
technology to
develop yourself
Table 2 is the interview guidelines.
Table 2. Interview Guidelines Rubrics
NO Aspect Indicator Sub-Indicators Item Total
Number Item
Mastering the material, Mastery of learning material by
1,2 2
structures, concepts, the teacher
and scientific mindsets  Mastery of the learning structure
3,4 2
that  support the by the teacher
subjects being taught Mastery of the concept of learning 5 1
by the teacher
Mastery of the learning mindset
6,7 2
by the teacher
Mastering competency Understanding of essential 8 1
standards and competencies by teachers
. essential competencies . .
Acad_emlc_ of the subjects taught. Mastery Offassentlal subject 9,10 2
qualification competencies by teachers
1 standards and Develop learning  Understanding of learning
teacher ial h hod 11 1
competence materials taught _methods
creatively Use of learning methods 12 3
Sustainably  develop Reviewing the material or
. . o 13,14 1
professionalism by activities of each lesson
taking reflective action = Feedback on students 16,17 2
Utilizing information
and communication Understanding of the use of IT in 18 1
technology to develop learning
yourself Apphf:atlon of the use of IT in 19,20 2
learning
Maste.ry of the use of IT in 21,22 2
learning
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Table 3. is a documentation instrument rubrics.

Table 3. Documentation Guidelines Rubrics

No Document Viewed aspect

Mastery of material, structure, concepts, and scientific mindsets that

support thematic subjects

Mastery of competency standards and essential competencies of
1 Lesson Plan thematic subjects

Development of learning materials that are taught creatively

professional development by taking reflective action

Utilization of information and communication technology for self-

development

Mastery of material, structure, concepts, and scientific mindsets that

support thematic subjects

Mastery of competency standards and essential competencies of
Photos during the lesson carried  thematic subjects

2 out. Development of learning materials that are taught creatively
professional development by taking reflective action
Utilization of information and communication technology for self-
development
Student attitude assessment Professional development by taking reflective action
3 sheets during the learning
process.

Checking the validity of the data was carried out using source and technical
triangulation techniques. The analysis uses the Miles and Huberman concept, carried out
interactively and continuously until it was complete.

Results

Data sources for interviews in this study were the principal and 13 teachers. The
interview technique used in this study was a structured interview. The effectiveness of time in
searching for data became one of the obstacles in conducting interviews because the school
carried outvisits from parties outside the school, so the interviews were carried out for grades
1to 3 and 4 to 5.

Mastering the learning material by the teacher was good because the teacher develops
the material based on the Basic Competence to be achieved. The teacher has a good mastery of
the material. Teachers always study extra to deepen their understanding of the material so that
they will get better. It was conveyed by the informants as follows. The resource person for the
principal is represented as follows.

"We feel that the class teachers' mastery of the material is good, sir, because we also evaluate
the quality of material development, lesson plans, media and concepts and mindsets adapted to
students."

Then the Lower Grade Teacher resource person conveyed the following

"We always check mastery of the material by the teachers per class, so for example, in classes
1A and 1B, we share what kind of material we will give to students so that the learning delivered
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will run smoothly. We also conduct regular evaluations, and the current education is adjusted
to the online learning lesson plans ".

While the Upper-grade Teacher resource person conveyed the following

"Upper-grade teachers must master the material given because students continually ask
questions about material they have not got. We also continue to learn extra. Upper-grade
learning is carried out virtually mas using Google Meet. Using Google Meet also helps us convey
material in education, and we always pay attention to the learning steps, so they are carried out
correctly.

Several observations and documentation findings also support the interview results. From the
observation activities that have been carried out, the teacher has been fluent in carrying out
teaching and learning activities, the suitability of the lesson plan with the Basic Competence
provided, and the use of methods appropriate to the material provided.

Mastery of essential competencies by professional teachers is necessary to apply. It was
conveyed by the informants as follows. The resource person for the principal was conveyed as
follows.

"Teachers are always expected to read the Basic Competencies achieved so that the material
given to students is appropriate. The teachers also work together if there are difficulties
developing Basic Competences in cognitive, affective and psychomotor materials. We also equip
teachers with theme books and companion books so that it is easier for teachers to understand
the Basic Competencies they want to achieve."

Then the Lower and Upper-grade Teacher sources agreed that.

"Of course, we need to master the Basic Competencies because the activities and learning
materials need to refer to these Basic Competencies. As long as online learning activities occur,
we need to work with at least one class teacher so that the activities we provide can
accommodate students' cognitive, affective, and psychomotor needs under the basic
competencies that we have checked.”

Several findings from observation and documentation also support the interview
results above. From observation activities, learning activities are adjusted to the essential
competencies to be achieved, and learning objectives are adapted to the material taught. It
means that the teacher always tries to master the vital competencies given. Material
development was creatively created to look varied from class to class. It was shown in the

interviews with the informants as follows. The principal of the school was explained as follows.

"We develop material according to essential competencies, but we need to look at the abilities
of our students, mas. Due to online learning, we need to find the proper method for children.
The most difficult challenge is the selection of plans for grade 1 children because they only meet
with teachers via Google meet, so there is an occasional visit model for us to help students
directly, especially in the listing.”

Meanwhile, the Lower Upper-Grade Teachers agreed.

"The delivery of high-class material uses more lecture methods and assignments, but we as
teachers still need to provide creative material."
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Several observations and documentation findings also support the results of the
interviews. From the observation activities, the use of methods has varied. Notall learning uses
educational aids, but some use attractive props under the material. Thematic learning activities
are implemented online, and the teacher's creativity in developing material is extensively
tested. Online learning activities have very many limitations compared to face-to-face learning.

Class teachers have teacher study groups to develop professionalism at work. Group
functions as a forum for the exchange of ideas between teachers so that the development of
online learning can be more creative and interesting for students, as stated by several sources.
The resource person for the principal conveyed as follows

"Group is one of the forums to discuss lessons that have been implemented or will be
implemented. It is not only methods and materials but also problems encountered in learning
so that they can find the right solution.”

While the resource persons were Lower and Upper-Grade Teachers

"Group is one of the leading forums for self-development creatively and professionally. In group,
not only material and activities are discussed, but many issues are also discussed so that the
teacher has an overview of online learning that seems varied and exciting.”

Several observations and documentation findings also support the results of the above
interviews. From the statements, it can be seen that the teacher always responds to students
and the teacher carries out evaluations for further improvement. Through this group, class
teachers can get input in learning, whether it has been implemented or not. Lower and upper-
grade teachers also explained that the group was one of the leading forums for self-
development creatively and professionally.

The utilization of information and communication technology is essential in learning
to develop oneself. [t was conveyed by several sources. The resource person from the principal
explained as follows

"Of course, we use IT in online learning. With the existence of sophisticated devices such as
cellphones and laptops, it really helps us in carrying out learning"

Then the Lower and Upper-grade Teacher speakers conveyed the following

"There are difficulties when using the computer, such as conveying the screen via the share
screen; sometimes we need clarification because what is displayed is not the screen we want to
display. An internet connection sometimes causes it, or we are having trouble, but some friends
quickly help and explain how to fix or use this feature."

Several observations and documentation findings also support the interview results
above. From the statements, teachers have used information technology smoothly and utilized
it as a learning aid as the primary learning resource. With that, technology has been running

smoothly, while there have been several obstacles, not paying attention to stopping the use of
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IT. All of this, of course, has the support of other fellow teachers who help each other if there
are problems in using information technology.

Discussion

A. Mastering the material, structures, concepts, and scientific mindsets that support
the learning subjects

Mastery of material, structure, concepts, and scientific mindsets that support the subjects
taught in this study, namely thematic, is one of the essential indicators for determining
competency standards. Lower-grade teachers and upper-grade teachers have mastered the
material well studied. The observations show that the teacher looks smooth when providing
learning through Google Meet. The material developed was also adapted to thematic learning
characteristics, providing students with meaningful and customized learning experiences. It is
under the theory by Ref. [13], which states that the material and activities selected in
implementing thematic learning are based on the interests and needs of students. The material
made was also evaluated periodically through joint forums by teachers. Teachers help each
other understand the material. Teachers who need help understanding the material can ask
each other through the group forum. Collaborate in teams to evaluate each other so that
understanding of the material was more even. It is the opinion that professional teachers must
be responsible for their work; teamwork can help work get done correctly [4].

The structure and concepts of online thematic learning also need to be mastered by
teachers. Teachers master the design and concept of learning well. It was expressed from the
maximum preparation and implementation. The teacher prepares lesson plans that have been
adapted to online activities. Learning indicators are also adapted from the documents to
activities carried out online. It was under the opinion of Ref. [15] which states that professional
improvement is an effort to maintain something that has become a standard, make
improvements that are considered essential and bring up innovation (innovation). With
learning conditions changing from face-to-face to online, teachers need to develop innovations
so thatlearning remains as expected. The following is an example of interactive online learning
activities through Google Meet.

The teacher does this systematically. The principal explained that as long as learning was
carried out online, we urge all teachers to maintain things that can be held and change things
that need to be changed so that online learning can be carried out correctly. This presentation
shows that the teachers have tried to maintain professionalism in teaching thematic even
though it was done offline. The mindset of teachers in online learning also needs to be adjusted
to the circumstances. Teachers need to adapt activities to the ability of students to study
independently. Upper-grade teachers explained that we need to change the mindset of teachers

and adjustit to the current situation. Teachers need to start thinking that online learning needs
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to make it easier for study companions at home to understand material children. This
presentation shows that teachers need to provide material that was adapted to the conditions
of online learning. It is appropriate that professional competence is a combination of abilities,
knowledge, skills, attitudes, traits, understanding, apperception, and expectations that
underlie a person's characteristics to perform in carrying out tasks or work in order to achieve
quality standards in real work [14]. Online learning conditions make students learn with
assistance from people at home. With this situation, teachers need to prepare to learn
companions that are easy to use by companions at home, be it parents, siblings, or other family
members.

This explanation shows that the teacher is good at mastering material, structure, concepts,
and scientific mindsets that support thematic subjects online. Teachers can determine online
learning activities that are tailored to the material provided. The system and concept of
learning are also carried out by the teachers systematically so that the learning can run
smoothly and the material is conveyed correctly. As long as learning was carried out using
WhatsApp or Google Meet, teachers also need to change their scientific mindset so thatlearning
techniques are in accordance with the concept of online learning. It is under the theory by Ref.
[4], which states that professional teachers need to be able to develop their responsibilities
and carry out their roles in learning as well as possible. Teachers who have mastered the
material, structures, concepts, and scientific mindsets that support thematic subjects online
can be achieved well.

B. Mastering basic competency standards.

Basic Competence is something that needs to be achieved in every learning carried out. The
class teacher always re-reads the Basic Competence that will be completed before learning
begins. The lesson plan previously made wa checked and evaluated by the curriculum section
so that the material provided in online learning was under the Basic Competence that wass
applied. Teachers also help each other make lesson plans, especially teachers who taught the
same class the previous year. It can be seen from the explanation by the upper-class teacher;
that s, to find out the Basic Competence, a teacher needs to re-read the teacher's and assistant's
books. In addition, the preparation of lesson plans by teachers usually adjusts the lesson plans
that were made in the previous year. The Lesson Plan is then checked again if there really needs
to be changed or added so that achieving the Basic Competence can be more accessible. After
the teacher knows the Basic Competence involved, they make indicators and determine
activities to fulfil the Basic Competence's cognitive, psychomotor, and affective needs. The
biggest challenge in online learning is meeting psychomotor and affective needs, but if the

teacher has mastered the Basic Competence, it will make it easier to determine the activities to
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be given. This presentation shows that teachers need to master the Basic Competence used to
assess lesson plans containing what materials and activities can train students' cognitive skills
and attitudes during online thematic learning activities. It is under opinion by Ref. [16] which
states that the teacher's thematic learning implementation process also needs to develop a
learning implementation plan that was adjusted to the Basic Competence that had been
implemented in order to provide learning rights for students not only in the cognitive domain
but also their psychomotor and affective. In online learning conditions, the teacher needs to
adjust the lesson plan to the current learning implementation via WhatsApp or google meet. It
can be seen from the presentation of the lower-grade teacher, who stated that the lesson plan
applied in the development of Basic Competence needs to be adapted to the conditions of
online learning. That way, the activities follow the teaching that will be carried out, for example,
using WhatsApp. We adjust it by developing Basic Competence through the material provided,
usually in PDF form. Learning materials are also always adapted to the needs of students.
Upper-class teachers also explained that there were Basic Competence which quite difficult to
achieve online learning, they will lower the achievement indicators to make it easier. Still, Basic
Competence can be achieved with the minimum standards in schools. An example of Basic
Competence being applied can also be seen in Figure 1. Itis under the theory by Ref. [17], which
states that a teacher needs to have the ability to apply essential competencies with innovative
teaching methods and expand and increase knowledge for students according to their needs.
These findings indicate that teachers have mastered the basic competency standards well. It
can be seen from the teacher's mastery in applying indicators and materials so that the Basic
Competence spread can be carried out correctly. Teachers need to be able to adjust learning
without face-to-face meetings so that the Basic Competence that is applied can be achieved.
Under the presentation by Ref. [4] that professional teachers need to be able to work to achieve
the goals and essential competencies that are applied. The teacher succeeded in doing this by
being able to adapt all online learning to the Basic Competence that was involved.
C. Develop learning materials taught creatively

Thematic learning materials carried out online certainly have differences from face-to-face
learning. The most crucial difference is the delivery method because, during online learning,
the material is only delivered in pdf form or explained using Google Meet through the share
screen feature. Upper and lower-grade teachers stated the same thing: teachers need to be
creative in developing material, they cannot just follow the material provided through books
by the government. With the conditions of learning that are not face-to-face or online as it is
today, we need to adjust the material so that it is easy to understand and can be studied
independently. The material explained through Google Meets also needs to be changed, and

often the teacher needs to make very explicit material to achieve only 1 Basic Competence. This
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statement shows that teachers need to be creative in providing learning materials to complete
the applied Basic Competence. The material needs to be developed according to the needs of
students. Teachers need to be able to plan to teach, including developing material so that it
supports the achievement of goals with conditions that adjust to the location and needs of
students [15]. [tis what is carried out in schools, the teachers do a Basic Competence analysis
first to plan the development of the material that will be given to students. The observation
and document analysis results also show that the lesson plans' material to be implemented is
adapted to online learning. The material provided is also always adjusted to the needs.

This exposure shows that teachers always develop learning materials creatively. It is also
supported by the principal's statement that teachers are always encouraged to create material
differently from face-to-face learning conditions. The teacher responds to this by carrying out
discussions in the teacher group so that the material developed can be used optimally during
online learning. The thematic material produced for online learning is made more concise but
still accommodates the needs of students. The material provided via WhatsApp in pdf format
has complete content because it is used independently with the assistance of people from the
household who may not necessarily come from educators. With this more comprehensive
material, it is hoped that Basic Competence can be achieved more efficiently and effectively.
D. Sustainably develop professionalism by taking reflective action

Teachers always develop their professionalism well. The principal explained that the
principal needed regular supervision for teachers to develop their abilities. However, schools
always support teachers who want to take part in training inside and outside school. This
explanation shows that teachers need to get supervision from the principal for professional
development. However, teachers who wish to develop themselves through training will receive
facilities from the school. The upper and lower grade teachers explained that the teacher
regularly attends training if there is indeed training held. Online learning is different from face-
to-face learning. Online learning development training is critical for teachers to overcome all
the problems that arise when learning is carried out. This explanation shows that many new
issues are found as long as thematic learning is carried out online. The upper-class teacher gave
an example of one of the problems that often arise: the difficulty of providing skills material to
students because the teacher needs to supervise directly. With these problems, of course,
teachers need training from experts. It is the opinion Ref. [6], who explained that the
development of teacher professionalism could be carried out in various ways, one of which is
training because, through training, a teacher can gain new knowledge as a solution to problems
that may be encountered. With regular training, teachers can not only overcome problems that

occur but also develop professional skills. This study found that teachers have tried to develop
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their professional abilities through various pieces of training. However, the principal does not
provide internal supervision at the school. According to Ref. [18] that internal school coaching
is carried out by school principals, and teachers who are given coaching authority can increase
motivation and solve problems that exist within the school. With internal supervision, teachers
can participate in out-of-school training tailored to the teacher's needs.

E. Utilizing Information and Communication Technology

Information and communication technology have become essential in thematic learning
online. Teachers use technology as the primary tool in implementing online thematic learning.
A professional teacher is always required to be able to use information technology in the
implementation of learning. It follows the theory by Ref. [4], which states that professional
teachers are teachers who can carry out their roles successfully, including using information
technology as a support for their success in carrying out learning tasks. By mastering
technology, learning activities will be more varied, and online learning will be easier to
implement.

The use of technology in online learning certainly has obstacles. Several teachers stated
that the main block in using technology such as Google Meet to share screens usually has its
obstacles. However, teachers need help in implementing online learning using these
technologies with cooperation and training from schools. It follows the theory of Ref. [6] which
states that In-house Training, carried out internally in teacher work groups, schools and other
training places designated as training locations, can be carried out to overcome problems
experienced by teachers. With good training and cooperation, the quality of technology
mastery by teachers is also getting better. According to upper and lower-grade teachers, it is
easier to carry out learning after receiving teacher training. This finding explains that teachers
have mastered information and communication technology well. It is evidenced by the
smoothness of the teacher when using technology in online thematic learning when research
observations are carried out. Teachers who experience difficulties also receive assistance from
colleagues as well as training from the school. With good technology mastery, online thematic
learning is also carried out smoothly.

Conclusion

Teachers have good professional competence. It can be seen from the results of
interviews, observations, and documentation of the five standard competency indicators. The
five indicators applied have been well achieved. The first indicator is that the teacher masters
the material, structure, concepts, and scientific mindset that supports the subjects being taught,
the issues in this research are thematic, which are carried out online. The second indicator is
mastering basic competency standards. The third indicator is the ability of teachers to develop

learning materials creatively. The fourth indicator is that teachers can sustainably build
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professionalism. The fifth indicator is that teachers can master information and
communication technology well. Teachers have learned all indicators well, so it can be
concluded that teachers have good professional competence.
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