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Abstract

concerning ethno-religion, digital technology, and global awareness. This study delves into the

intersectionality of these factors and their influence on education, aiming to equip individuals to
navigate and thrive in an increasingly diverse and interconnected global society. Through a literature
review, we explore the multifaceted dimensions of transformative education, emphasizing its relevance to
ethno-religion, digital technology, and global awareness. The integration of digital technology in
transformative education has revolutionized learning experiences, offering innovative tools for
collaboration, research, and communication. However, it is imperative to ensure equitable access and
address challenges related to digital literacy and cyber ethics. Global awareness in transformative
education extends beyond exposure to different cultures, aiming to cultivate empathy, solidarity, and
critical analysis of global issues. By engaging with real-world challenges and diverse perspectives, students
can develop into informed and engaged global citizens. Employing a narrative-style research design, this
study integrates subjective opinions, literature support, thematic analysis, and insights from the
educational field to provide a comprehensive understanding of transformative education's potential to
shape empathetic, critically aware individuals prepared to address complex global challenges. Through
exploration of pedagogical strategies, case studies, and best practices, the study aims to contribute to
inclusive and equitable educational environments conducive to transformative learning.

In our rapidly evolving world, transformative education emerges as a critical necessity, particularly
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Introduction

Transformative education is a crucial aspect of our rapidly changing world, particularly in the
context of ethno-religion, digital technology, and global awareness. It is imperative to understand the
intersectionality of these factors and their impact on education to ensure that individuals are equipped
to navigate and thrive in a diverse and interconnected global society [1]. In this literature review, we
will explore the various dimensions of transformative education and its relevance to ethno-religion,
digital technology, and global awareness to gain insight into the strategies and practices that can lead to
meaningful educational transformation.

Transformative education aims to empower individuals to critically engage with diverse
perspectives, challenge societal norms, and develop a deep understanding of social justice and equity
[2]. In the context of ethno-religion, transformative education seeks to foster inclusivity and respect for
different cultural and religious traditions, encouraging individuals to embrace diversity and cultivate
intercultural competence. Transformative education, in the context of ethno-religion, not only promotes

inclusivity and respect for different cultural and religious traditions but also encourages individuals to

engage in critical dialogue about the intersections of identity, culture, and belief systems [3]. It involves
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creating a safe and supportive learning environment where students can explore their own identities
while learning about and appreciating the diverse backgrounds of others. Additionally, transformative
education in this context aims to address issues of religious discrimination and stereotyping, fostering a
climate of understanding and empathy [4]-[6].

The integration of digital technology in transformative education has revolutionized the
learning experience, offering innovative tools for collaboration, research, and communication [7, 11].
Ref [8] asserted that digital technology has also expanded access to information and resources, enabling
learners to engage with global perspectives and diverse knowledge systems. However, it is essential to
ensure that digital technologies are utilized in ways that enhance equity and inclusivity, addressing the
digital divide and ensuring that all individuals have equal opportunities to benefit from technological
advancements [9]. The integration of digital technology in transformative education has not only
revolutionized the learning experience but also presented new challenges related to digital literacy and
cyber ethics. While digital technology provides unparalleled access to information and resources,
educators need to equip students with the skills to critically evaluate online content and navigate digital
spaces responsibly [8, 10]. Moreover, the potential for digital technology to perpetuate inequalities and
biases must be addressed through thoughtful and intentional pedagogical practices.

Global awareness in transformative education goes beyond merely exposing students to
different cultures and global issues. It involves cultivating a sense of empathy and solidarity with
individuals and communities across the globe. Educators play a vital role in helping students understand
the implications of their actions within a global context and encouraging them to become advocates for
positive change on a global scale [12]. By engaging with real-world global issues and collaborating with
peers from diverse backgrounds, students can develop a deep understanding of the interconnected
nature of our world and the responsibilities that come with being global citizens [13]. Furthermore,
global awareness in transformative education entails a comprehensive understanding of the
interconnectedness of global issues, the appreciation of diverse cultures and perspectives, and the ability
to critically analyze and respond to complex global challenges [14, 15]. By cultivating global awareness,
transformative education prepares individuals to be active global citizens, equipped to contribute
positively to the global community and address pressing global issues such as climate change, inequality,
and human rights violations.

In the subsequent sections of this literature review, we will delve deeper into the specific
pedagogical strategies, case studies, and best practices that contribute to transformative education in
the context of ethno-religion, digital technology, and global awareness. Through an in-depth exploration
of these dimensions, the researchers aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted
nature of transformative education and its potential to shape individuals who are not only
knowledgeable but also empathetic, critically aware, and actively engaged in addressing the complex

challenges of our global society.
Material

In this study, the researchers embark on a multidimensional exploration to investigate

transformative education issues. The study employed a narrative-style research design. The design




Page | 56

Buletin Edukasi Indonesia (BEI) E-ISSN 2962-1674
DOI: 10.56741/bei.v3i02.562 P-ISSN 2962-5742
gained prominence in academic and qualitative research due to its ability to offer rich and nuanced
insights into complex phenomena. As noted by Riessman [16], narrative approaches allow researchers
to delve into the subjective experiences of individuals, uncovering deep-seated beliefs, emotions, and
meanings that may be overlooked by more traditional quantitative methods. Additionally, Creswell [17]
asserted that narrative research facilitates the exploration of context and the interplay of various factors
within a given situation, providing a holistic understanding of the phenomenon under investigation.
Furthermore, Ref. [18] maintains that narrative inquiry enables researchers to construct coherent and
compelling accounts that resonate with readers, fostering empathy and understanding. Thus, the
utilization of a narrative-style research design is essential for capturing the complexities and nuances
inherent in human experiences, contributing to a more comprehensive and insightful body of
knowledge. Therefore, employing a narrative style, the research method is detailed, weaving together
subjective opinions, literature support, thematic analysis, and insights from the educational field. A
comprehensive review of the literature is conducted to inform the theoretical framework and
contextualize the study within existing scholarship. Journals are scoured to gather empirical studies,
theoretical models, and conceptual frameworks related to the issue. Findings from the literature are
synthesized to guide research questions, hypothesis formulation, and interpretation of results. Thematic
analysis is employed to distill patterns, themes, and insights from qualitative data obtained through the
author's experience. Through the integration of subjective opinion, literature support, thematic analysis,
and insights from the educational field, the research method offers a holistic approach to investigating
the issues.

Results and Discussions

A. Exploring the Intersection of Ethno-religion and Transformative Learning

Ethno-religion is a significant aspect of transformative education, and understanding its intersection
with transformative learning is essential for creating inclusive and equitable educational environments.
This section explores the complexities of ethno-religion and its impact on transformative learning,
aiming to provide insights into effective pedagogical approaches and strategies. By delving into the
specific dimensions of ethno-religion and its relationship to transformative education, we can uncover
the potential for fostering intercultural understanding and promoting social justice within educational
settings.

According to Ref. [19], while the promotion of inclusivity and respect for different cultural and
religious traditions is an important goal of transformative education, it is essential to consider the
potential challenges and controversies that may arise from the intersection of ethno-religion and
transformative learning. One opposing argument to the emphasis on ethno-religion within
transformative education is the concern that it may inadvertently perpetuate divisions and conflicts
based on religious and cultural differences. Critics argue that by highlighting ethno-religious identity
within educational settings, there is a risk of essentializing and stereotyping individuals based on their

cultural or religious backgrounds. This essentializing may lead to the reinforcement of cultural and

religious divides rather than promoting a truly integrated and unified society.
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Furthermore, Ref. [21] argues that the focus on ethno-religion in transformative education can
potentially marginalize individuals who do not identify with a specific cultural or religious group. This
emphasis on ethno-religious identity may inadvertently exclude those who do not fit into preconceived
categories or who hold non-conventional beliefs, thus hindering the goal of inclusivity and equity in
educational settings. In addition, there are concerns about the potential for indoctrination or bias within
the teaching of ethno-religious topics in transformative education. Critics argue that educators may have
their own biases or agendas when discussing ethno-religious issues, leading to the dissemination of one-
sided or propagandistic views that do not encourage critical thinking or open dialogue [20].

As a result, it is imperative for educators and practitioners to critically examine the potential
drawbacks and unintended consequences of emphasizing ethno-religion within transformative
education. While the goal of fostering inclusivity and respect is important, it is essential to navigate these
discussions with sensitivity and an awareness of the complexities and potential pitfalls associated with
ethno-religious intersections in educational contexts.

B. Navigating the Complexities of Ethno-Religion in Transformative Education

Amidst the pursuit of inclusivity and respect for diverse cultural and religious traditions, it is crucial
to navigate the complexities and potential challenges that may arise from the intersection of ethno-
religion and transformative learning. Recognizing these challenges is essential in creating educational
environments that are truly inclusive and equitable [19]. One of the key considerations when exploring
the intersection of ethno-religion and transformative education is the potential for inadvertently
perpetuating divisions and conflicts based on religious and cultural differences. While the goal is to
promote understanding and respect, there is a risk of essentializing and stereotyping individuals based
on their cultural or religious backgrounds, which may hinder the creation of a truly integrated and
unified society.

According to Ref. [22], a focus on ethno-religion in transformative education may unintentionally
marginalize individuals who do not identify with a specific cultural or religious group. This emphasis
may exclude those who do not fit into preconceived categories, leading to a potential hindrance to the
goal of inclusivity and equity in educational settings. Additionally, there are valid concerns about the
potential for indoctrination or bias within the teaching of ethno-religious topics in transformative
education. Educators must be mindful of their own biases and agendas when discussing ethno-religious
issues, ensuring that diverse perspectives are presented in a balanced manner to encourage critical
thinking and open dialogue.

Therefore, educators and practitioners need to critically examine the potential drawbacks and
unintended consequences of emphasizing ethno-religion within transformative education. While the
goal of fostering inclusivity and respect is important, it is essential to navigate these discussions with
sensitivity and an awareness of the complexities and potential pitfalls associated with ethno-religious
intersections in educational contexts [23]. In addressing these challenges, it is imperative to develop

pedagogical approaches that foster intercultural understanding and promote social justice within

educational settings, while also acknowledging and mitigating the potential negative impacts of
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emphasizing ethno-religion. This balanced approach will contribute to the creation of inclusive and
equitable educational environments where transformative learning can truly thrive.

C. Future Directions for Research in Transformative Education and Global Citizenship

In this comprehensive exploration, we will delve into the impact of digital technology on
transformative educational practices, global awareness in the context of transformative education, the
role of culture and identity in transformative learning, and the challenges and opportunities in
integrating ethno-religious perspectives. Additionally, we will evaluate the effectiveness of digital tools
in transformative education and discuss future directions for research in transformative education and
global citizenship. By addressing these pertinent topics, we aim to provide insights that will contribute
to the creation of inclusive and equitable educational environments where transformative learning can
truly thrive. The impact of digital technology on transformative educational practices has been profound,
revolutionizing the way we approach teaching and learning [24]. The integration of digital tools has not
only enhanced accessibility to educational resources but has also transformed the dynamics of
classroom interactions and collaborative learning. As we delve into this topic, we will explore how digital
technology has shaped and redefined educational transformation, paving the way for innovative and
inclusive learning experiences [28]-[30].

Global awareness is an integral aspect of transformative education, as it broadens students'
perspectives and fosters a deeper understanding of global issues and interconnectedness. In this section,
we will examine the strategies and approaches that can be employed to cultivate global awareness
within educational settings, empowering students to become informed and engaged global citizens [25].
Culture and identity play a pivotal role in shaping the learning experiences of individuals. By delving into
this topic, we aim to understand how cultural and identity influences impact transformative learning
and how educators can leverage this understanding to create inclusive and culturally responsive
learning environments.

Exploring the challenges and opportunities in integrating ethno-religious perspectives is crucial for
nurturing a rich and diverse educational landscape [26, 27]. By thoroughly examining the potential
impacts and benefits of including ethno-religious perspectives in education, we strive to lay the
foundation for promoting mutual understanding and respect among diverse cultural and religious
communities. As we embark on this comprehensive exploration, our goal is to provide valuable insights
that will contribute to the advancement of transformative education and the cultivation of inclusive and
equitable educational environments.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our comprehensive examination of the integration of digital tools in education
illuminates the profound and multifaceted impact they have exerted on classroom dynamics and
collaborative learning experiences. Through our rigorous analysis, we have revealed how digital
technology catalyzes educational transformation, transcending geographical and temporal barriers to
enhance the accessibility and availability of educational resources. Moreover, our study has explored the

intricate intersectionality of ethno-religion, digital technology, and global awareness within the realm of

transformative education. By critically examining the dimensions of transformative education and its
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relevance to these factors, valuable insights have been gained into the strategies and practices necessary
for meaningful educational transformation. Transformative education aims to empower individuals to
critically engage with diverse perspectives, challenge societal norms, and develop a deep understanding
of social justice and equity, particularly in the context of ethno-religion. The integration of digital
technology has revolutionized the learning experience, offering innovative tools for collaboration,
research, and communication, while also presenting new challenges related to digital literacy and cyber
ethics. Moreover, global awareness in transformative education entails a comprehensive understanding
of global issues, diverse cultures, and perspectives, preparing individuals to be active global citizens.
Educators and practitioners must navigate the complexities and potential challenges associated with
ethno-religion, ensuring inclusivity, equity, and sensitivity in educational environments. By addressing
these challenges and leveraging the opportunities presented by digital technology and global awareness,
transformative education can truly thrive, fostering empathy, critical awareness, and active engagement
in addressing the complex challenges of our global society. This study lays the groundwork for future
research endeavors aimed at advancing transformative education and cultivating inclusive and

equitable educational environments.

References

[1] Harris, L., & Watson-Vandiver, M. ]. (2020). Decolonizing race and gender intersectionality in
education: A collaborative critical autoethnography of hope, healing and justice. Journal of Cultural
Analysis and Social Change, 5(2), 1-16.

[2] Odell, V., Molthan-Hill, P., Martin, S., & Sterling, S. (2020). Transformative education to address all
sustainable development goals. Quality education, 905-916.

[3] Cerna, L., Mezzanotte, C., Rutigliano, A., Brussino, O., Santiago, P., Borgonovi, F., & Guthrie, C. (2021).
Promoting inclusive education for diverse societies: A conceptual framework. OECD Education
Working Papers, No. 260, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/94ab68c6-en.

[4] Kalantzis, M., & Cope, B. (2012). New learning: Elements of a science of education. Cambridge
University Press.

[5] Graham, C., & Longchamps, P. (2022). Transformative education: A showcase of sustainable and
integrative active learning. Routledge.

[6] Arbeiter, ], & Bucar, M. (2021). Transformative Education: Bridging Education for Change. Bridge
47.

[7] Ndibalema, P. (2020). Unlocking the potential of ICT for transformative learning among youth: A
path to 21st century competencies. Journal of Educational Technology and Online Learning, 3(3),
245-271.

[8] Blundell, C., Lee, K. T., & Nykvist, S. (2020). Moving beyond enhancing pedagogies with digital
technologies: Frames of reference, habits of mind and transformative learning. Journal of Research
on Technology in Education, 52(2), 178-196.

[9] Rosenbusch, K. (2020). Technology intervention: rethinking the role of education and faculty in the
transformative digital environment. Advances in Developing Human Resources, 22(1), 87-101.

[10] Vindaca, O., & Lubkina, V. (2020, May). Transformative digital learning in the context of higher
education: definition and basic concepts. In Rural Environment. Education. Personality.(REEP)
Proceedings of the 13th International Scientific Conference (Vol. 13, No. May, pp. 177-184).

[11] Balmes, S. R. (2022). Technology Integration and Transformative Innovation in Education.
Technology Integration and Transformative Innovation in Education, 106(1), 5-5.

[12] Sobania, N. W. (Ed.). (2023). Putting the local in global education: Models for transformative learning
through domestic off-campus programs. Taylor & Francis.

[13] Rieckmann, M. (2018). Learning to transform the world: Key competencies in Education for
Sustainable Development. Issues and trends in education for sustainable development, 39(1), 39-59.

[14] Pisani, S. (2018). The globally competent teacher: Examining the nationalism/cosmopolitanism
tension and teacher orientations in global education (Doctoral dissertation).



https://doi.org/10.1787/94ab68c6-en

Page | 60

Buletin Edukasi Indonesia (BEI) E-ISSN 2962-1674
DOI: 10.56741/bei.v3i02.562 P-ISSN 2962-5742

[15] Aktas, F,, Pitts, K., Richards, J. C.,, & Silova, I. (2017). Institutionalizing global citizenship: A critical
analysis of higher education programs and curricula. Journal of Studies in International Education,
21(1), 65-80.

[16] Riessman, C. K. (2008). Narrative methods for the human sciences. Sage.

[17] Creswell, ]. W., & Poth, C. N. (2016). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five
approaches. Sage publications.

[18] Polkinghorne, D. E. (2005). Language and meaning: Data collection in qualitative research. Journal
of Counseling Psychology, 52(2), 137.

[19] Ouedraogo, S. V. (2021). Intercultural understanding and pedagogy of empathy: a cultural
experiential learning from an interdisciplinary dialogue project. Journal of Intercultural Studies,
42(3),317-331.

[20] Ting, R. S. K., Goh, P. H,, & Ong, E. Z. M. (2023). A Mixed-Methods Study on Religiosity, Pandemic
Beliefs, and Psychological Well-Being During the COVID-19 Pandemic in Malaysia. Pastoral
Psychology, 1-26.

[21] Njoku, B.]., & Kolapo, J. (2022). The Rise of Ethno-Religious Conflicts in Northern Nigeria: Critical
Analysis and Proposal for New Resolution Strategies. Covenant University Journal of Politics and
International Affairs.

[22] Cantu-Lee, A.]. (2020). The Transformation of a Higher Education Change Agent: Women in Digital
Administration (Doctoral dissertation, Texas A&M University-Kingsville).

[23] Saini, R. (2019). Between privilege and prejudice: social and political identity negotiation across the
British South Asian middle classes (Doctoral dissertation, City, University of London).

[24] Myers, ]. P. (2016). Charting a democratic course for global citizenship education: Research
directions and current challenges. Education Policy Analysis Archives, 24, 55-55.

[25] Alam, A. (2022). Mapping a sustainable future through conceptualization of transformative
learning framework, education for sustainable development, critical reflection, and responsible
citizenship: an exploration of pedagogies for twenty-first-century learning. ECS Transactions,
107(1), 9827.

[26] Etzkorn, N., & Reese, G. (2022). The Impact of Globalization on How We Learn: Global Citizenship
Education as a Transformative Learning Approach Towards Global Identities. In Globalized
Identities: The Impact of Globalization on Self and Identity (pp. 301-326). Cham: Springer
International Publishing.

[27] Siritheeratharadol, P., Tuntivivat, S., & Intarakamhang, U. (2023). Effects of a Transformative
Learning Program for Developing Active Global Citizenship among Thai Students. European Journal
of Educational Research, 12(2).

[28] Klein, J., & Wikan, G. (2019). Teacher education and international practice programmes: Reflections
on transformative learning and global citizenship. Teaching and Teacher Education, 79, 93-100.

[29] Lydia, M. Z., Naidu, V. R,, Bhat, A. Z,, & Frrag, S. (2023). Impact of online tools on the learning
experience of students in higher education. In SHS Web of Conferences (Vol. 156, p. 06003). EDP
Sciences.

[30] Timotheou, S., Miliou, O., Dimitriadis, Y., Sobrino, S. V., Giannoutsou, N., Cachia, R,, ... & [oannou, A.
(2023). Impacts of digital technologies on education and factors influencing schools' digital
capacity and transformation: A literature review. Education and information technologies, 28(6),
6695-6726.

Authors

Dr. Isaac John Ibanga is an erudite scholar, dedicated researcher, and esteemed
lecturer within the Sandwich Degree Programme of the Faculty of Education at
Modibbo Adama University, located in Yola, Adamawa State, Nigeria. With a specialized
focus on electrical technology education, Dr. Ibanga has made significant contributions
to the field through both his teaching and research efforts. He holds advanced degrees
in electrical technology and education, which have equipped him with a unique blend
of practical skills and theoretical knowledge. His academic journey and professional
experiences have been marked by a commitment to advancing educational
methodologies and improving technological applications in education. (email:
isaacjohn@mau.edu.ng).



mailto:isaacjohn@mau.edu.ng

Buletin Edukasi Indonesia (BEI) E-ISSN 2962-1674
DOI: 10.56741/bei.v3i02.562 P-ISSN 2962-5742

Immaculater Akudo Onwuka is a dedicated and driven PhD student at the
University of Uyo in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. With a strong academic background and
a passion for research, she is making significant strides in her field of study. Her
commitment to academic excellence is evident in her meticulous approach to her
research and her active participation in academic conferences and seminars. She is
known for her inquisitive mind and her ability to engage deeply with complex topics,
contributing to the advancement of knowledge in her chosen discipline. As she
progresses in her doctoral studies, she continues to inspire her peers and contribute to
the  academic  community at the  University @ of  Uyo. (email:

immaculateronwuka@gmail.com).

Page | 61

Zakariyau Garba is a dedicated lecturer at Shehu Shagari College of Education,
located in Sokoto, Sokoto State, Nigeria. With a specialization in Electrical Technology
Education, he brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to his students. Garba is
committed to advancing the field of electrical technology through both his teaching and
his research. His passion for education and technology equips future educators and
technicians with the necessary skills to excel in an ever-evolving industry. Garba’s
contributions to the academic community and his dedication to student success make
him a respected figure in his field. (email: garbazakariyau@yahoo.com).



mailto:immaculateronwuka@gmail.com
mailto:garbazakariyau@yahoo.com

